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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL : 
TANGIER. 


No. 206. 25rd “TAR 
ry 


ve 


Sir, i 
I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith for purposes of record a copy of a 
memorandum by Mr. Consul Watkinson concerning 
the possible emig ion of Jewish refugees from 
Ss 


grat 
Tangier to Palestine. 


Be hou will observe that there is at present 

a total of some 95 families in Tangier who are 
prospective emigrants to Palestine, that it 

seems doubtful whether any of these families 

are up to the required physical standards and 
that none of the applicants satisfy the financial 
requirements, unless the guarantees of the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Board or of 
the Jewish Agency in London are considered to 

be sufficient. 


oe Copies of this despatch are being trans- 
mitted to His Majesty's Ambassadors at Madrid 
and Lisbon. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 
y DP ed 


His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of Stste for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 

London, S.W.1. 


MEMORANDUM ON POSSIBLE EMIGRATION 
OF JEWISH REFUGEES 
FROM TANGIER TO PALESTINE 


Mr. Mordecai Kessler, representative of the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Board in Tangier, called at the 
Consulate General on the 2 May to discuss the question of Jewish 
relief in Tangier. He said that his organisation was now 
working on a definite basis in Tangier and was giving out sub- 
stantial relief to Jews of all nationalities. He asked for 
the assistance of His Majesty's Consulate General in ascertainkng 
from the Greek and from the Czech Governments whether they 
would feel disposed to assist their Jewish nationals here, and 
whether the sending of Polish relief funds from Casablanca 
could be expedited. 


Be He was informed that the Greek authorities had already 
refused to pay relief to their nationals in Tangier, partly 
because the claim to Greek nationality of many of them was con- 
sidered by their Legation in Madrid to be doubtful, and that 
the Czech Chargé d'Affaires in Madrid was sending relief money 
regularly through this Consulate General to sever@ persons. 

The question of Polish funds was taken up with the Polish Con- 
sulate at Casablanca through His Majesty's Consul there. 


Oe Mr. Kessler then reported that Mr. Lichtenstein, a Jewish 
Commissioner from the United Kingdom, was due to arrive shortly 
in Tangier from Lisbon, who would bring with him full partic- 
ulars of a scheme for admitting Jewish refugees from Central 
Europe and the Near East at present in Tangier to Pajestine. 

He expressed great surprise that we had no official information 
regarding this scheme. 


be On the following day a telegram arrived from His Méjesty's 
Embassy at Lisbon announcing the intending visit of Mr. 
Lichtenstein to Madrid end to Tangier and possibly Casablanca 
with a view to selecting suitable candidates for immigration to 
Palestine, and asking that appropriate facilities might be 

given to him. Mr. Lichtenstein arrived on the same day and 
called at the Consulate General along with Mr. Kessler. 


De They stated that it was proposed to select up to 100 Jews 
out of a possible 500 applicants who had already been in 

touch with the American Joint Distribution Board, and that their 
names would be submitted to the Consulate General with a view 

to visas being issued on instructions being received from the 
Passport Control Officer at Madrid, who was said by Mr. 
Lichtenstein to have authorisation to grant such visas without 
reference to Jerusalem on his recommendation and who would, he 
said, transfer similar authority to Tangier. 


Be As nothing whatever was known about such arrangements 

the matter was at once referred to His Majesty's Bmbassy at 
Madrid for instructions. Meanwhile Mr. Kessler handed in a list 
of all Jews on his relief books, 715 in number, some of whom 
were marked as being interested in going to Palestine. The re- 
mainder might be included in another scheme for assisting 
immigrants to Canada, but this scheme was as yet confidential. 
He asked that the list might be checked over by the security 
authorities. 


7. A message fob the Passport Control Officer at Madrid was 
sent on the 3 May through His Majesty's Embassy in our telegram 
No. 125, informing him of the arrival of Mr. Lichtenstein who 
had stated that the Passport Control Office was authorised to 
grant visas for Palestine to Jewish refugees in Spain and 
Spanish occupied territory (e.g. Tangier) on his recommendation 
provided that no objection existed on security grounds and that 


/@imilar 


ey 


% 


similar authority would be transferred to this Consulate Geheral. 
Standing instructions of course required reference of all cases to 
Jerusalem. <A reply was received on the 7 May which stated that 

the Passport Control Office at Madrid had been instructed to submit 
to London a list and full particulars including the history of 
candidates for immigration certificates. It was requested that 
these details should be sent to Madrid and the Passport Control 
Officer said that he would confirm that the necessary visas were 

to be granted. 


8. Instructions were also asked for from Madrid regarding the 
medical certificate required and regarding the issue of travel 
documents to stateless persons, which Mr. Lichtenstein assured us 
were given by British Consulates in Spain. The reply stated that 
Mr. Lichtenstein should be cognisant of the standard form of medical 
certificate required and that identity certificates had been issued 
to stateless pérsons by Consulates in Spain for the past twelve 
months. 


9. Mr. Lichtenstein was not familiar with the necessary form of 
medical certificate but eventually a specimen arrived from Madrid. As 
regards identity certificates or travel documents, it was decided 
that, as the local authorities issue temporary Moroccan passports to 
stateless persons there seemed to be no necessity for this Consulate 
General to issue such documents, the more so as there was no 

authority for issuing them. 


10. After the names of four candidates had been struck off the 
lists submitted by the American Joint Board for security reasons, 
the applications of 60 heads of families were sent to Madrid on 
the 19 May with history sheets of each applicant. The Passport 
Control Office was at the same time informed that Mr. Lichtenstein had 
told all these persons that et would receive visas for Palestine 

Jy 


and was having them all medical examined and vaccinated. Instruc- 
tions regarding the visas were therefore requested as soon as possible 


i2, On the 22 June a despatch dated the 19 May (i.e. not in reply 
to ours of the 19 May) was received from the Passport Control Officer 
at Madrid in which he said that he had been “asked by Mr. Lichtenstein 
to authorise His Majesty's Consulate General at Tangier" to grant 
visas to four categories of persons with authority respectively 
M/1198/42/CLS, M/1108/42/CLS, M/17/1435/43 B 3, and M/1628/43/CLS, 
endorsing the visas as valid until the 30 June, 1944, and not 
extending their validity without authority from the Government of 
Palestine. He added that “it would be preferable" not to grant any 
visas until he informed us that London had no security objection to 
the proposed immigrants. No such information has been received up 

to the present and no visas have been gran ted to these persons. 


3, On the 7 June afelegram was received from Jerusalem, addressed 
to Lisbon and repeated to Madrid, stating that visas might be granted 
to 600 principal immigrants in Iberian Peninsula or Tangier on the 
nomination of Mr. Lichtenstein of the Jewish Agency. These were to 
be marked M/29/44/CLS. Since then nothing has been heard from Lisbon 
or from Madrid on the matter and no visas have been granted under 
this authority, which would appear to supersede those referred to 

in the preceding paragraph. 


13. Two supplementary lists were submitted after the departure 

of Mr. Lichtenstein to Madrid and four more application forms with 
history sheets were accordingly sent to Madrid on the 10 June and 

35 more on the 13 June, after local security authorities had taken 
objection to one person on the lists. This represents a total of 

@ 95 families of prospective immigrants to Palestine. 


14. Foreign Office telegram No. 145 of the 10 June (addressed 
to Lisbon No. 849) appeared to have some bearing on this question. 
It stated that the Jewish Agency had applied for Palestine 
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I have the honour to than’ sini t ta dt" J 
herewith for purposes of record a copy of a 
memorandum by Mr. Consul Watkins relative 

to the proposed emigration of Chri Lan and 
Jewish refugees from Tangier to ¢ 


eae You will observe that Mr. Cormier, the 
Canadian Emigration Officer, who has been 
working in Tangier on this problem, consi- 
ders that the final list of refugees destined 
for Canada will, subject to the security 
Check, include one Christian family and 25 
Jewish families. 


Oe Copies of this despatch are being 
transmitted to His Majesty's Ambassadors 
Madrid and Lisbon. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
SLY, 

Your most obedient, 
humble Seryent, 

Fart ste 


r 


A he 


His Majesty's ry : 

| ne eer dae 
Principal Secretary of State~for Feréign Affairs, 
Moreign Office, 
London, »°.W.1. 
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MEMORANDUM RESPECTING POSSIBLE EMIGRATION 
OF CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH REFUGEES FROM 
TANGIER TO CANADA 


On the 28 May, 1944, Mr. Mordecai Kessler, of the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Board, wrote to the 
Consulate General referring to a complete list of Jewish 
refugees then in Tangier which he had asked might be checked 
for security purposes in conjunction with a possible Canadian 
emigration project. (The list referred to contained the names 
of 715 persons, all Jews, some of whom were marked with a 
"p" indicating that they were considered suitable as immigrants 
to Palestine by Mr. Lichtenstein of the Jewish Agency, London, 
who was then in Tangier: the rest were said to be interested 
in going to Canada, also under the auspices of the Jewish 
Joint Distribution Board.) Mr. Kessler informed us that 
Mr. Cormier, Canadian Attaché at Lisbon, would be arriving in 
Tangier early in June with a medicaléfficer to interview and 
examine these candidates. 


Qe The list was handed to the competent department of the 
Consulate General, who went through the names marked "P" with 
a view to security check for the Palestine project. 


Se A further list of Christians interested in Canada was 
handed in later by bhe Secretary of the local Jewish Refugee 
Assistance Committee. This was also checked by the security 
authorities. 


4. A telegram received from His Majesty's Embassy at Madrid 
on the 51 May referred to an application made to the Spanish 
authorities for facilities for Mr. Cormier's visit to Tangier. 
We replied pointing out that no visa was needed for Tangier 

as such. 


De On the 1 June, Mr. Kessler handed in a memorandum on 
the Canadian project, showing the qualifications required from 
candidates in Spain and Portugal, 


6. On the 2 June we received a despatch from Madrid (No. 14 
of the 11 May) regarding the visit of Mr. Cormier to Tangier 
with a view to making arrangements for the departure of refugees 
from Tangier to Canada. The enclosure in this despatch 

included the text of a telegram from Ottawa to Madrid dated 

the 5 May, referring to Mr. Cormier's visit to Spanish Morocco 
to conduct civil inspection and to arrange for medical 
examination of the refugee families. The telegram stated that 
there had been one movement of such refugees already and that 

it was expected that a second one would take place shortly. 


1. Mr. Cormier arrived in Tangier on the 16 June, accompanied 
by @ lady secretary (Mrs. Champsaur) and a doctor (Dr. Russell). 


8. He called at the Consulate General on the following day 
and handed in what he called a final list of prospective 
immigrants which he asked should be checked for security reasons. 
It contained names and details of 64 families with a supple- 
mentary list of 9 families. He was then informed that the 
original list communicated by Mr. Kessler had been sent to 
London for checking by the Central Security authorities in 
accordance with instructions received from there. ( The Military 
Attaché also informed His Majesty's Consul General that a 
special warning had been received from Madrid regarding the 
discretion of Mr. Cormier. ) 


9. The Security authorities met Mr. Cormier in my office 


on the 19 June and they were asked to supply a copy of the 
adverse reports which they had sent to London, since Mr.Cormier 


/wa S 


was not disposed to accept any applicant against whom there 
were any local black marks. 


ip. A list of persons to be refused was given to Mr. Cormier , 
on the 21 June compiled by the joint American and British 
security services. Meanwhile he had put in two further 
supplementary lists,(which were telegraphed to Security, London). 
Two further supplementary lists were handed in on the 21 June 
and have been submitted to the British and American Security 
authorities. 


sth ie On the 22 June a telegram was received from Ottawa 
instructing Cormier to issue no visas unless he received in- 
structions to do so, as the security question was under 
consideration there. He had not issued any and will not do so. 
When he leaves on the 26 June he will hand in a list of persons 
who have been medically examined and the issue or otherwise 

of visas will rest with the Consulate General on receipt of 
instructions from him in Lisbon, whither he is returning via 
Madrid. 


Re Cormier had a further talk to the Press Attaché on 

the evening of the 22 June and he stated that the final list 
will in all probability consist of one Christian family and 25 
Jewish families, subject to the security check of the last 

two supplementary lists above referred to. He says that 

the Americans agree to this and will issue transit visas to 
these persons if we have issued visas for Canada. 


(sgd.) A.E. Watkinson. 


H.M. Consul. 


British Consulate General, 
Tangier. 


2end June, 1944. 
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